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Different types of operations/configurations are assumed for syntactic licensing of features. The most permissive locality-wise is unselective binding (often assumed to hold between C and wh-phrases in wh-in-situ languages): such licensing occurs at a distance, without locality constraints (apart from c-command). Licensing via Agree is more restrictive: in this often-adopted case, licensing also occurs at a distance, but its locality is constrained by the Phase-Impenetrability Condition and intervention effects. Spec-Head agreement, which was assumed to be the licensing configuration in early minimalism but got given up on essentially for theoretical (not empirical) reasons, is even more local than Agree. This talk will resurrect Spec-Head agreement, but in a very different form. I argue that in some cases, licensing requires sisterhood. Spec-Head agreement will be seen as a case of that sort, though not all cases of sisterhood licensing, which will be implemented through prominent feature sharing involved in labeling, involve Spec-Head agreement. The proposed system will be shown to explain and unify a number of phenomena, like licensing of indeterminates (which will be the main case discussed), wh-movement in languages like English (with traditional Spec-head agreement recast as licensing under sisterhood), and the clitic-strong pronoun alternation.
